
ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE
MINUTES - MEETING #6/09 - September 18, 2009

The Rouge Park Alliance met in the Main Boardroom of the Toronto Zoo.  Alan Wells, Chair, welcomed everyone and
thanked Peter Evans, Toronto Zoo, for hosting the meeting.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.

PRESENT
Members:
Alan Wells, Chair
Councillor David Cohen, Town of Richmond Hill
Glenn De Baeremaeker, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.
Peter Evans, Toronto Zoo
Markham Deputy Mayor Jack Heath, Region of York
Councillor Ron Moeser, City of Toronto
Councillor Erin Shapero, Town of Markham
Councillor Clyde Smith, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Alternates:
Wayne Arthurs, MPP, Province of Ontario
Brian Denney, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Ron Dewell, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Councillor Chin Lee, City of Toronto
Jim Robb, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.

ABSENT
Members:
Councillor Paul Ainslie, City of Toronto
Hon. Pauline Browes, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.
Hon. Michael Chong, MP, Government of Canada
Dr. Helena Jaczek, MPP, Province of Ontario
Regional Councillor Bonnie Littley, Region of Durham
Councillor Jennifer O’Connell, City of Pickering 
Gerri Lynn O’Connor, TRCA

Alternates:
Ian Buchanan, Region of York
Councillor Raymond Cho, City of Toronto
Nestor Chornobay, Region of Durham
Mayor Wayne Emmerson, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville
Adele Freeman, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Mark Graham, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.
Sue Gunton, Toronto Zoo
Councillor Logan Kanapathi, Town of Markham
Keith Laushway, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.
Tom Melymuk, City of Pickering
Carolyn Woodland, TRCA

Staff:
Michelle Holmes, Manager, Visitor Experience
Doreen McCarty, Administrative Coordinator

Vicki MacDonald, Biologist
Maria Papoulias, Manager, Natural Heritage

Observers:
Gail Crossman, Transport Canada
Jim Dillane, TRCA
Lois James, Rouge Valley Foundation
Rob Lowes, Transport Canada
Andy McKinnon, Public Participant
John Matheson, StrategyCorp

Observers (Continued...)
Brent Mersey, Markham EAC
Learie Miller, Town of Markham
Colin O’Neill, Friends of the Rouge Watershed
Debbie Pella Keen, Province of Ontario
Rocco Sgambelluri, TRCA
Sadhana Siva, Friends of the Rouge Watershed
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CHAIR’S REMARKS
Alan Wells, Chair, welcomed everyone.  He introduced Wayne Arthurs, MPP, Pickering-Scarborough East, who
is currently Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance, and a long-time resident of the Pickering area. 
The Chair referred to the letter which was handed out, from the Ministry of Natural Resources, naming Mr.
Arthurs as Dr. Helena Jaczek’s alternate to the Alliance.  

The Chair informed the Alliance members that revised copies of agenda item #1 were handed out around the
table, along with reports for agenda item #3 (Policy and Administration Committee meeting minutes of
September 15, 2009), and agenda item #4 (Finance Committee meeting minutes of September 14, 2009 and
2009 Financial Progress Report-Summary as at July 31, 2009).

MINUTES OF MEETING #5/09, June 19, 2009

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #42/09 Seconded by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the minutes of Meeting #5/09 held on June 19, 2009.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
None

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
None

PRESENTATION/DELEGATIONS
The Chair advised that John Matheson from StrategyCorp would be attending the meeting later to give an
update on the governance and finance review of the Board that the consultants have been working on with
the Rouge Park Organization and Finance Review Steering Committee. 

1.  Draft Audited 2008 Financial Statements

KEY ISSUE
Present the draft audited 2008 Financial Statements.

MOTION: Moved by: David Cohen
Res. #43/09 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance adopt the audited Financial Statements for the year ended December 31,
2008.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

BACKGROUND
For the sixth year, the Alliance appointed Horn and Almand, Chartered Accountants, to audit its financial
statements.  Their report has been reviewed by staff and the Chair, and is now presented to the Alliance.
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ACTION

ACTION

Once again, the important role of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corporation, the Toronto and Region
Conservation Authority and its partners, the Town of Markham, the City of Toronto, and others who provide
resources, time and enthusiasm to making Rouge Park so successful is recognized and appreciated.

Report prepared by: Alan Wells, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance
For information contact: Alan Wells,  905-713-7426 - email: awells@ougepark.com
Date: September 2, 2009
Attachment

- Staff to bring forward Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp. report to the Alliance with
an update to the Federal Government endowment fund to Rouge Park.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #44/09 Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance write thank-you letters to the Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp. and
others (i.e. Province of Ontario, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Town of Markham, etc.)
for their funds and support to Rouge Park.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

- Staff to write thank-you letters.

2.  Rouge Park Natural Heritage Committee Reports

KEY ISSUE
Present the actions, recommendations and outcomes of the Rouge Park Natural Heritage Committee
meetings held on February 4 and February 24, 2009.

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #45/09 Seconded by: Peter Evans

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes of the February 4 and February 24, 2009 Rouge Park
Natural Heritage Committee meetings.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

3.  Rouge Park Policy & Administration Committee Update

KEY ISSUE
Present the minutes of the Rouge Park Policy and Administration Committee meeting held on September 15,
2009.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #46/09 Seconded by: Clyde Smith

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes of the Rouge Park Policy and Administration
Committee meeting held on September 15, 2009.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
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 Years shown in the report refer to year that restoration occurs.  If restoration is scheduled for 2015 farmers have1

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2104 to farm with restoration occurring in 2015.      

ACTION

Alan Wells, Chair, referred to staff “Report on Discussions with the Rouge Park Farm Community and
Recommendations for Future Natural Habitat Restoration”, and advised that he and Park staff met with the
farm community, as a group, and with each individual farmer, to develop plans for agricultural areas that have
been designated as natural heritage restoration in various Park plans.  During this process, staff heard and
considered farmers’ concerns about the impact of restoration on both farm operations and financial well
being.  As a result of the information gathered and the Park’s priority areas, including the remaining
restoration areas south of Steeles Avenue, areas within 100m of the Little Rouge Creek and Bob Hunter
Memorial Park, the restoration of 208.5 ha of currently farmland will be deferred for 5 years (until 2015 or
beyond), to accommodate the needs of farmers.  The planned scheduling of restoration incorporating all the
deferments and scheduling considerations for farmers is as follows: Agriculture Reserve - 335.9 ha; 5-Year
Restoration (2010-2014) - 312.1 ha; Deferred Restoration (2015 and longer) - 208.5 ha.  The 5-year or longer
deferrals account for 40% of the 520.6 ha of restoration planned overall, and 57% of the restorations planned
for the Little Rouge Corridor.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #47/09 Seconded by: Clyde Smith

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the staff report;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the revised schedule;

AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance direct staff to take all actions, including providing
appropriate notice to tenants needed to implement the revised schedule, to begin implementation of
restorations.

AMENDMENT Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res. #47A/09 Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance direct staff to report back to the Alliance on the change of policy for
longer term leases, and to include a review process of the leases every 5 years.

THE AMENDMENT WAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
THE MAIN MOTION, AS AMENDED WAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

- Staff to take appropriate action.

BACKGROUND
Executive Summary
Staff met with the Rouge Park farm community both as a group and with each individual farmer to develop
plans for agricultural areas that have been designated as natural heritage restoration in various Park plans. 
During this process, staff heard and considered farmers’ concerns about the impact of restoration on both
farm operations and financial well being.  Staff considered this information as well as the Park’s priority areas
including the remaining restoration areas south of Steeles Avenue, areas within 100m of the Little Rouge
Creek and Bob Hunter Memorial Park.  As a result, the restoration of 208.5 ha of currently farmland will be
deferred for 5 years (until 2015 or beyond ) to accommodate needs of farmers.  The following table shows the1

planned scheduling of restoration incorporating all the deferments and scheduling considerations for farmers. 
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Land use Area (hectares)
Agriculture Reserve 335.9

Five Year Restoration 2010-2014 312.1
Deferred Restoration

2015 and longer
208.5

The 5-year or longer deferrals account for 40% of the 520.6 ha of restoration planned overall and 57% of the
restorations planned for the Little Rouge Corridor (LRC). 

4.  Rouge Park Finance Committee Update

KEY ISSUE
Present the minutes of the Rouge Park Finance Committee meeting held on September 14, 2009 and the 2009
Financial Progress Report-Summary as at July 31, 2009.

MOTION: Moved by: Peter Evans
Res. #48/09 Seconded by: David Cohen

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes of the Rouge Park Finance Committee meeting held
on September 14, 2009;

AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the 2009 Financial Progress Report-Summary as at
July 31, 2009.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

John Matheson, StrategyCorp, gave an update on what the consultants have been doing with the Rouge Park
Organization and Finance Review Steering Committee.  He highlighted some of the topics discussed so far:
governance, governance models/trade-offs, funding, Rouge Park’s Vision, lands, boundaries, watershed
management, etc.  There is a planned work session for October 30, 2009 for Alliance Members, and further
information will be sent out later.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #49/09 Seconded by: Erin Shapero

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the update from John Matheson, StrategyCorp.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

5.  Correspondence

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #50/09 Seconded by: Erin Shapero

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the following correspondence:
1. Letter dated June 19, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Councillor Raymond Cho, Chair,

Board of Management, Toronto Zoo, re: Retirement of Calvin White and Appointment of Peter
Evans as CEO.
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ACTION

2. Copy of Region of York Notice of Study Completion, Transportation and Water and Wastewater
Master Plan Updates.

3. Letter dated June 16, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Karen Deer and Carroll Gair,
Markham Residents, re: Telecommunications Towers in or Near the Park.

4. Letter dated June 25, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Murray Johnston, Rouge Valley
Foundation, re: Appreciation of 2009 Rouge Park Award.

5. Letter dated July 6, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Patricia Newland, Toronto &
Region Conservation Authority, re: 30-48 Royal Rouge Trail Erosion Control Project.

6. Letter dated July 14, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Daniel Kostopoulos, Region of
York, re: Rouge Park Alliance Res. #31/09 - Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer.  (Res. #31/09, deferred
May 1/09; Res. #37/09 Carried May 29/09)

7. Copy of Letter dated July 23, 2009 to John Campbell, Waterfront Toronto, and Mayor David Miller,
City of Toronto, from Phil Goodwin, Don Watershed Regeneration Council, re: Don Mouth
Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project - Detailed Design Work Funding.

8. Copy of Letter dated August 6, 2009 to The Hon. Jim Prentice, MP, Minister of the Environment,
from Kathy Stranks, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority, re: Authority Res. #A112/09, Rouge
Park be considered a National Park.

9. Copy of Letter dated August 6, 2009 to The Hon. Donna Cansfield, MPP, Minister of Natural
Resources, from Kathy Stranks, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority, re: Authority Res.
#A112/09, Rouge Park be considered a National Park. 

10. Copy of Letter dated August 14, 2009 to Phil Goodwin, Don Watershed Regeneration Council, from
John Campbell, Waterfront Toronto, re: Detailed Design Work Funding for the Don Mouth
Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project.

11. Letter dated September 9, 2009 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Lilli Duoba, Town of
Markham, re: Large Acreage in Rouge for Picnic Area and Other Recreational Activities.

12. At the Special Rouge Park Alliance meeting on May 29, 2009, Glenn De Baeremaeker requested the
following letter be brought back to the Alliance: 
Copy of Letter dated January 22, 2009 to the Ministry of Environment and Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency, from Brendan O’Callaghan, Solicitor, City of Toronto, re: Environmental
Assessment of the York Region Sewer System, Southeast Corridor.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

6.  New Business

Jim Robb handed out a report titled: “YDSS Groundwater & Surface Water Wasting and Export”, Attachment 1.

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #51/09 Seconded by: Erin Shapero

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the report handed out by Jim Robb, titled: “YDSS Groundwater &
Surface Water Wasting and Export”.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

With regard to this report, Jim Robb would like York Region to monitor and provide updated peak flows and
actual daily, monthly and annual volumes of groundwater infiltration and surface water inflow.

- Staff to request information from York Region.
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ACTION

Glenn De Baeremaeker requested that staff make a presentation to the Alliance on Rouge Park projects over
the past year.

- Staff to make presentation to the Alliance.

IN-CAMERA SESSION

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #52/09 Seconded by: Erin Shapero

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance enter into “In-Camera” session.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Clyde Smith
Res.#56/09 Seconded by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance rise from “In-Camera” session and report.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

END OF IN-CAMERA SESSION

Resolutions #53/09 to #55/09 inclusive, as a result of the In-Camera session, will be kept confidential and
remain on file at the Rouge Park office.

Alan Wells, Chair, reported that the Rouge Park Alliance added another property to the Pool of Priority Sites for
Acquisition List.  Personnel issues were also discussed.

TERMINATION
ON MOTION, the meeting terminated at 11:40 a.m., on September 18, 2009.

Alan Wells                                 Maria Papoulias
Chair, Rouge Park Alliance Sitting in for General Manager, Rouge Park


