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Rouge Park

ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE
MINUTES -

MEETING #3/08 - June 6, 2008

The Rouge Park Alliance met in the Canada Room, Town of Markham. Alan Wells, Chair, welcomed everyone and called

the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

PRESENT

Members:

Alan Wells, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance

Hon. Pauline Browes, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.
Hon. Michael Chong, Government of Canada

Glenn De Baeremaeker, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.
Robin Hale, Toronto Zoo

Markham Deputy Mayor Jack Heath, Region of York

Dr. Helena Jaczek, Province of Ontario

Regional Councillor Bonnie Littley, Region of Durham
Councillor Ron Moeser, City of Toronto

Gerri Lynn O’Connor, TRCA

Councillor Clyde Smith, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

ABSENT

Members:

Councillor Paul Ainslie, City of Toronto
Councillor David Cohen, Town of Richmond Hill
Councillor Jennifer O'Connell, City of Pickering
Councillor Erin Shapero, Town of Markham

Staff:

Bob Clay, Manager, Ecological Restoration
Barb Davies, Manager, Natural Heritage
Michelle Holmes, Communications Specialist
Doreen McCarty, Administrative Coordinator

Observers:

Tom Boudreault, City of Toronto Parks

Bryan Buttigieg, Chair, Rouge Watershed Task Force
Lilli Duoba, Town of Markham

Mike Fenning, TRCA

Don Ford, TRCA

Murray Johnston, Rouge Valley Foundation

Colin Lathe, Public Participant

Sheila Lathe, Public Participant

Alternates:

lan Buchanan, Region of York

Brian Denney, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Ron Dewell, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Councillor Chin Lee, City of Toronto

Jim Robb, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.

Alternates:

Councillor Raymond Cho, City of Toronto

Nestor Chornobay, Region of Durham

Mayor Wayne Emmerson, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville
Tom Farrell, Province of Ontario

Adele Freeman, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
Mark Graham, Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.

Sue Gunton, Toronto Zoo

Audrey Hollasch, Town of Richmond Hill

Councillor Logan Kanapathi, Town of Markham

Keith Laushway, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.
Tom Melymuk, City of Pickering

Tracy Smith, Province of Ontario

Carolyn Woodland, TRCA

Vicki MacDonald, Biologist

Maryam Nassar, Manager, Interpretation & Culture
Sheryl Santos, Natural Heritage Field Assistant
Lewis Yeager, General Manager

Observers: Continued...

Andy McKinnon, Public Participant

Deborah Martin-Downs, TRCA

Sonya Meek, TRCA

Colin O’Neill, Friends of the Rouge Watershed

Lionel Purcell, Rouge Valley Foundation

Gord Weeden, Former Chair, Rouge Park Alliance
Tupper Wheatley, Milne Park Conservation Association
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CHAIR'S REMARKS
Alan Wells, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, welcomed everyone and introduced the Hon. Michael Chong to the
Board, the new representative for the Government of Canada.

Mr. Chong introduced himself as the Member of Parliament for the riding of Wellington-Halton Hills and
expressed his great interest in Rouge Park.

Mr. Wells acknowledged the death of Joyce Trimmer, former mayor for the City of Scarborough, and talked
about her receipt of the 2000 Rouge Park Award for outstanding contributions to Rouge Park.

Other members of the Alliance, the Hon. Pauline Browes, Councillor Ron Moeser and Mr. Glenn De
Baeremaeker described the impact Joyce Trimmer has left on the community over the last 20 years. They
elaborated on the leadership, dedicated and political roles Ms Trimmer played during the early stages in
getting Rouge Park established. She is greatly missed.

The Chair talked about tree planting events in Rouge Park. He thanked and acknowledged various
corporations, volunteer groups, and Alliance members who participated, for their hard work and dedication
at these events.

Alan Wells recommended that the Rouge Park Alliance send a letter to Derek Lee, on his retirement as the
representative on the Alliance for the Government of Canada.

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res. #16/08 Seconded by: Jack Heath

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance send a letter to Derek Lee, MP, Scarborough-Rouge River,
acknowledging his retirement from the Board as the representative for the Government of Canada.
.......................................................................................... CARRIED

ACTION - RPAtosend aletter to Mr. Lee.

- Chairrequested staff to prepare a summary of trees planted in Rouge Park by all
groups for 2008.

MINUTES FROM MEETING #2/08, April 4,2008

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #17/08 Seconded by: GerriLynn O’Connor

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the minutes of Meeting #2/08 held on April 4,2008, with the
following change to “Note” under Correspondence on page 4 (bold italics):
“Note: Re: Correspondence 3.4.1 - Councillor Ron Moeser would like to know if there are any tools
(planning, etc.) in place for the municipalities/Province to use to achieve the goals and implementation of
issues, as specifically identified in the York Region Sustainability Strategy, and related to Smart Growth,
and retention of trees under the Planning Act as a tool for Councils to retain tree coverage.”

1110 I L0 N CARRIED
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
None

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
Jim Robb, Friends of the Rouge Watershed, an alternate on the Alliance for Save the Rouge Valley System Inc.,
noted he would abstain from voting on any issues related to Friends of the Rouge Watershed.

PRESENTATION/DELEGATION

Colin Lathe - Re: Kirkhams Road Bridge, City of Toronto

Colin Lathe made a presentation to the Rouge Park Alliance and asked for its support for the reconstruction
and maintenance of the Kirkhams Road bridge. He thinks the bridge should be kept in operation because of
its history, use as a public access area for pedestrian and cycling routes, use by the film industry and others.

During discussions following the presentation, Alan Wells advised the Alliance that the City of Toronto had
initiated an Environmental Assessment on the Kirkhams Road bridge.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #18/08 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance endorse the methodology and findings of the City of Toronto initiated
Environmental Assessment on the Kirkhams Road bridge and encourage the provincial Minister of the
Environment to approve the Environmental Assessment.
.......................................................................................... CARRIED

1. Rouge River Watershed Plan: Towards a Healthy and Sustainable Future

Bryan Buttigieg, Chair, Rouge Watershed Task Force

Bryan Buttigieg acknowledged the hard work of Toronto and Region Conservation Authority and Rouge Park
staff and mentioned the broad participation of the Alliance partners and the community in creating the Rouge
River Watershed Plan: Towards a Healthy and Sustainable Future. He said that the Plan presents an excellent
tool for decision-making which could be used by all levels of government and agencies. He observed that we
have the ability to protect the watershed now and plan for its health so people may enjoy it in the future. As
an avid canoeist who cares for the river, he encouraged everyone to think about the long-term benefits of a
healthy system, including our recreational enjoyment. He asked members to help move forward by starting to
implement the recommendations in this Plan and reminded them that the time is now to make changes.

KEY ISSUE
Approval of the Rouge River Watershed Plan: Towards a Healthy and Sustainable Future.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #19/08 Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the Rouge River Watershed Plan: Towards a Healthy and
Sustainable Future;
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AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance recognize the Rouge River Watershed Plan: Towards a Healthy and
Sustainable Future as a conservation authority plan which builds upon and supports the Rouge Park
Management Plan and the Rouge North Management Plan as articulated in Section 3.2.6, “The Rouge
Watershed and Park”, of the Greenbelt Plan, 2005;

AMENDMENT: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance direct staff to present the Rouge River Watershed Plan
and the Rouge Park Natural Heritage Action Plan to appropriate Councils and Rouge Park Alliance
partners, including a request to fund the restoration of all priority areas within five years, and progress
reports every two years to the Alliance.

MOTION AS AMENDED ... uititiiiitiiieeeeneaneaeestonsacassstassssocassssasassssnsassnsns CARRIED

ACTION - Staff to take appropriate action.

2. Heritage Appreciation and Visitor Experience (HAVE) Plan

KEY ISSUE
An update on the completion of the Heritage Appreciation and Visitor Experience planning process.

MOTION: Moved by: Jack Heath
Res. #20/08 Seconded by: Helena Jaczek

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the comment summaries from the Technical Advisory Group
meetings of 17 April and 22 May 2008;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the report regarding the completion of the Heritage
Appreciation and Visitor Experience Plan;

AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to begin implementation of the plan, in coordination with Rouge
Park business plans, other park planning and annual budgets, commencing in 2009.
.......................................................................................... CARRIED

ACTION - RPA members would like to: see more signage, branding, focus on public awareness;
set up a group to work on an Interpretation Centre; develop Beare Hill site.

- Markham Deputy Mayor Jack Heath suggested Alliance partners help to survey
visitors.
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3. Rouge Park Natural Heritage Action Plan

KEY ISSUE
Presentation of the Rouge Park Natural Heritage Action Plan for endorsement.

MOTION: Moved by: Bonnie Littley
Res. #21/08 Seconded by: GerriLynn O’Connor

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance endorse the final draft of the Rouge Park Natural Heritage Action Plan;
AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance support and direct the Park Improvement and Heritage
Committee and staff to initiate implementation of this Plan immediately.

MOTION AS AMENDED .....iituuiiituiieenneeenneeanseeasseonsssssssssnssssasssanncssnnns CARRIED
Note: During discussion, Councillor Moeser asked whether endorsement of the Action Plan included approval

of the budget contained in the Plan. Alan Wells, Chair, said “No”, and that the Rouge Park Finance Committee
would come forward with a budget and business plan at a later date.

4. Park Improvement & Heritage Committee Meeting Minutes - March 27,2008

KEY ISSUE
Present the actions, recommendations and outcomes of the Park Improvement and Heritage Committee
meeting held on March 27, 2008.

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res. #22/08 Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes of the March 27,2008 Park Improvement and

Heritage Committee meeting.
.......................................................................................... CARRIED

5. Rouge Park Financial Planning

KEY ISSUE
Rouge Park needs a long-term financial plan and new sources of regular funding to meet its mandate and
objectives.

MOTION: Moved by: Jack Heath
Res. #23/08 Seconded by: Pauline Browes

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes of the Rouge Park Finance Committee meeting on
May 20, 2008;

AND FURTHER THAT the Chair of the Rouge Park Alliance assemble a team to investigate funding
sources and structural issues and assist in the preparation of a long-range financial plan for Rouge
Park.

.......................................................................................... CARRIED
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The Hon. Pauline Browes requested that the retirement tribute to Gord Weeden, Past Chair of the Rouge Park
Alliance, be moved forward.

The Hon. Pauline Browes, Deputy Mayor Jack Heath and General Manager Lewis Yeager, gave speeches, and
acknowledged Gord’s leadership, friendship, corporate history, long association with the Park, stewardship,
and vision for Rouge Park.

Gord Weeden was presented with a framed artwork of pictures depicting the four seasons in Rouge Park.

6. York-Durham Sanitary Sewer (YDSS) - 9" Line and 16" Avenue Dewatering Influences

Due to time constraints, it was moved that this item be deferred.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #24/08 Seconded by: Bonnie Littley

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance defer this issue to the September 12,2008 meeting, and that this item be
the first on the agenda.

.......................................................................................... CARRIED

7. Correspondence

The Chair informed the Alliance that the handout, correspondence 7.8.1: Letter dated June 4, 2008 to Lewis
Yeager, Rouge Park, from Bruce Macgregor, York Region, re: Commitment to Implement Enhancements in Bob
Hunter Memorial Park as it Relates to Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer Project, is to be added to the following
list of Correspondence for receipt.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #25/08: Seconded by: Jack Heath

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the following correspondence:

1. E-mails to Rouge Park Alliance from Garry Hunter, dated March 17, 2008, re: Stouffville Production
Wells/Partial Response to TRCA December 14,2007 Comments to Rouge Park Alliance; and April 3,
2008 re: Region’s YDSS Dewatering vs Well Production Aquifer Withdrawals .

2. Copy of Letter dated March 18,2008 to Jennifer Kowalski, City of Toronto, Parks, Forestry and
Recreation, Strategic Services, from Phil Goodwin, Don Watershed Regeneration Council, re:
Mountain Biking and Trail Strategy.

3. Letter dated March 28,2008 to Gord Weeden, Rouge Park Alliance, from P.M. Madill, Clerk, Durham
Region, re: Little Rouge Corridor Management Plan and Bob Hunter Memorial Park Area Master
Plan.

4. Letter dated April 25,2008 to Lewis Yeager and Rouge Park Alliance, from Denis Kelly, Clerk, York
Region, re: Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan Draft Final Report and Notice of Study Completion.

5. Letter dated May 5,2008 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from the Hon. John Baird, Minister of
the Environment, re: Appointment of the Hon. Michael Chong, Rouge Park Alliance Representative.

6. Letter dated May 15,2008 to the Hon. John Baird, Minister of the Environment, from Alan Wells,
Rouge Park Alliance, re: Response to Letter dated May 5, 2008 from the Hon. John Baird.

7. E-mail dated May 26, 2008 to Alan Wells, Rouge Park Alliance, from Tupper Wheatley, Milne Park
Conservation Association, re: Bicycle Trails in Milne Dam Conservation Park.

MOTION ASAMENDED ....cuituiienitonroeeoeesessossassassosssassassassscssassassnssnssss CARRIED

ACTION - Re:Correspondence 7.7.1, staff to liaise with the Town of Markham on this issue.
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10. New Business
Councillor Ron Moeser would like to discuss the issues of dogs off leash and runners at the next Alliance
meeting.

IN-CAMERA SESSION

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res. #26/08 Seconded by: Clyde Smith

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance enter into “In-Camera” session.

.......................................................................................... CARRIED
MOTION: Moved by: Jack Heath

Res.#31/08 Seconded by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance rise from “In-Camera” session and report.
.......................................................................................... CARRIED

END OF IN-CAMERA SESSION

Resolutions #27/08, #28/08; #29/08 and #30/08, as a result of the In-Camera session, will be kept
confidential and remain on file at the Rouge Park office.

Alan Wells, Chair, reported that the Rouge Park Alliance discussed the addition of two properties to the pool of
priority land acquisition list, and that the Alliance was advised of the impending acquisition of a piece of land
in the Rouge River watershed, subject to the availability of funding.

The Chair also reported that the Rouge Park Alliance discussed the potential use of some Rouge Park lands for
the purposes of dealing with topsoil, and that staff has been asked to investigate the matter.

TERMINATION
ON MOTION, the meeting terminated at 12:45 p.m. on June 6, 2008.

Alan Wells Lewis Yeager
Chair, Rouge Park Alliance General Manager, Rouge Park




