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THE ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE
M I N U T E S #3/02 - April 19, 2002

The Rouge Park Alliance met at the Town of Markham, Canada Room, on April 19, 2002.  Ron Christie, Chair, called the

meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.  He welcomed everyone and thanked the Town of Markham for hosting the meeting.  He also

introduced Keith Laushway, Chair of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corporation, who was sitting in for Pauline

Browes.

  

PRESENT

Members:

Ron Christie, Chair

Regional Councillor David Barrow, Town of Richmond Hill

Glenn De Baeremaeker, Save the Rouge Valley System

Councillor Jack Heath, Town of Markham

Derek Lee, MP, Federal Government

Councillor Ron Moeser, City of Toronto
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Regional Councillor Frank Scarpitti, Region of York

Calvin White, Toronto Zoo

Alternates:

Councillor Mark Carroll, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Brian Denney, TRCA

Keith Laushway, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.

Tom Melymuk, City of Pickering

Rob Messervey, Ministry of Natural Resources, Aurora

Councillor Erin Shapero, Town of Markham

Staff:

Barb Casier, Natural & Cultural Heritage Prog. Mgr.

Doreen McCarty, Administrative Assistant, Rouge Park

Maryam Nassar, Communications & Education Prog. Mgr.

Lewis Yeager, General Manager, Rouge Park

Observers:

Aileen Barclay, TRCA

Ron Dewell, TRCA

Lilli Duoba, Town of Markham

Carroll Gair, Resident of Rouge Park

Patricia Lowe, TRCA

Observers: (Continued...)

Bernadette Manning, Concerned Citizen

Kathi Oke, Transport Canada Greenspace Project

Ron Palmer, The Planning Partnership (Consultant)

Jim Robb, Friends of the Rouge Watershed

Patricia Short-Gallé, Transport Canada Greenspace Proj.

ABSENT

Members:

Pauline Browes, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.

Councillor Raymond Cho, City of Toronto

Councillor Peter Dobrich, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Steve Gilchrist, MPP, Province of Ontario

Regional Councillor Mark Holland, Region of Durham

Councillor David Ryan, City of Pickering

Alternates:

Nestor Chornobay, Region of Durham

Regional Councillor Michael DiBiase, Region of York

Tom Farrell, Ministry of Natural Resources, Aurora

Sue Gunton, Toronto Zoo

Bob Loptson, Federal Government
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Robert Marshall, Save the Rouge Valley System
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MINUTES FROM MEETING #2/02, March 1, 2002

First item on the agenda is to review the minutes of the meeting held on March 1, 2002, which were sent to

you.

MOTION: Moved by: Tom Melymuk

Res. #33/02 Seconded by: Mark Carroll

THAT the minutes of Meeting #2/02, March 1, 2002, be approved, with an amendment to indicate that

Mark Carroll was representing the GTA Wetland Watch Committee, (and not as Councillor of the

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville,) when he made his presentation regarding the naming of a small

tributary (page 3 of minutes).

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Glenn De Baeremaeker gave a brief update on the Village Securities properties.  It went to City of Toronto

Council on April 18th and it has been deferred back to the Administration Committee for further study.   The

issue is still pending and we will know more in a couple of months. 

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

None

DELEGATION/PRESENTATION

Carroll Gair, Resident of Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue:

Ms Gair gave a brief summary regarding the acquisition of land at Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue by the

Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto (CAT).  The acquisition was completed on March 28, 2002 between CAT

and the Ontario Realty Corporation (ORC).  Ms Gair has been a resident on this property since 1976 and

expressed her concern of losing her home.  She mentioned two letters in her possession - one from the ORC

and one from the Town of Markham,  with maps, showing alternate  properties that she would be able to

purchase.

Bernadette Manning, Social Justice Committee of St. Patrick’s Church:

Ms Manning is resident in the area of the cemetery lands at Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue.  She expressed

her concerns regarding the relocation of the cemetery from the Box Grove Community to Reesor Road and

Steeles Avenue.   She indicated the chair of the Social Justice Committee of St. Patrick’s Church is writing

a proposal to the Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto asking them to dedicate this land as a permanent park, as

an agricultural land trust.  

6.   Proposed Cemetery at Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Seconded by: Mark Carroll

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance support protecting these lands as parkland, agricultural land and as

a cultural heritage site;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request the provincial government to reverse its sale of this land

and retain the current location to be used as a cemetery site;
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AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request the Catholic Cemetery not to relocate its

cemetery at the Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue location.

Mr. Christie, Chair of the Rouge Park Alliance, informed Mr. De Baeremaeker that the first two motions are

contrary to the position that the Alliance had taken in the past and that two-thirds majority is needed to reopen

them.  In addition, the Chair stated that the presentation of these motions contravened the Alliance’s operating

rules for the submission of motions.

Mr. De Baeremaeker withdrew the third motion and suggested bringing it back at the next Alliance meeting

on May 31, 2002.

MOTION: Moved by: Rob Messervey

Res.#34/02 Seconded by: Dick O’Brien

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance defer the first two motions of Mr. De Baeremaeker.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Frank Scarpitti

Res.#35/02 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request the Ontario Realty Corporation, within the purview of the

Environmental Assessment process, to provide a report at the next Alliance meeting on May 31, 2002,

which addresses a number of new issues and new information which have come to the attention  of the

Alliance, (e.g. size of the archaeological site, formaldehyde issue, right to repurchase the Box Grove

cemetery land at $12,000 an acre).

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action re ORC, report on regulation for formaldehyde,

and ask Markham to provide an update on the site plan process.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Res.#36/02 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance,  subject to verification of this option, request the Ontario Government

to exercise its right to repurchase the Box Grove cemetery lands at approximately $12,000 an acre, with

a view to have a part or whole of these lands included in the Rouge Park, and/or the funds derived

from any future sale be put toward the acquisition of additional lands for the Rouge Park.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to write to ORC re above. 
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7.   Rouge North Implementation Committee Report

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Carroll

Res.#37/02 Seconded by: Rob Messervey

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the report of the Trails and Public Access Subcommittee and

its recommendations. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Frank Scarpitti

Res.#38/02 Seconded by: Jack Heath

THAT the Rouge Park staff immediately form a working group with representation from the regional

and area municipalities, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, and the Waterfront

Regeneration Trust, to develop an effective strategy for common signage elements and related matters

among the jurisdictions comprising the Rouge Park.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to form working group as above.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Res.#39/02 Seconded by: David Barrow

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the report of the Land Securement and Funding

Subcommittee and its recommendations, as amended.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to amend report.

MOTION: Moved by: Derek Lee

Res.#40/02 Seconded by: Frank Scarpitti

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance direct staff of the Rouge Park, Ministry of Natural Resources, and

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority to work with the area and regional municipalities within

the Rouge Watershed to identify a natural heritage system for the entire watershed, built upon the

framework of the Rouge North Management Plan, as soon as possible, and seek to achieve that system

through planning documents, stewardship activities and acquisition, as appropriate. 

MOTION AS AMENDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action. 

MOTION: Moved by: Rob Messervey

Res.#41/02 Seconded by: David Barrow

THAT the Rouge Park approve the report of the Technical Review Subcommittee, and its

recommendations.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
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Ron Palmer, The Planning Partnership (Consultant for Town of Markham):

Mr. Palmer explained that since the Rouge Park has no legislative status in the Province of Ontario, we must

use the policy tools available under the Planning Act to achieve the objectives of the Rouge North

Management Plan. 

Mr. Palmer gave an overview report of the proposed implementation framework which is based on the review

of the Rouge North Management Plan.  He discussed the generic approach Markham is taking to develop a

policy framework for inclusion in its Official Plan, and hopefully the framework will become a template for

use by the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville and the Town of Richmond Hill.  

He outlined four sections: Vision, Goals and Objectives; Boundary Delineation Criteria; Policies; and

Implementation and Land Securement Strategy.  He also handed out a draft document which outlined the

criteria.  He discussed a number of probabilities and informed us that  mechanisms would be created to apply

the various policies, strategies, and processes developed.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Res.#42/02 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance extend the mandate of the Planning and Policy Subcommittee for a

period of two years to assist municipalities with the effective implementation of the Rouge North

Management Plan.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Frank Scarpitti

Res.#43/02 Seconded by: David Barrow

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the Rouge North Management Plan and the Implementation

Strategy, and ask all its partner organizations to approve the Rouge North Management Plan and

proceed to implement it according to their respective mandates; 

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance write to all affected municipal partners at the local and regional

levels and ask them to amend their Official Plans as soon as possible to incorporate provisions to

implement the Rouge North Management Plan. 

MOTION AS AMENDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action. 

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Carroll

Res.#44/02 Seconded by: Tom Melymuk

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request the Federal and Ontario Governments each establish

significant pools of money specifically directed toward securing lands for Rouge Park purposes.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action.
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MOTION: Moved by: Derek Lee

Res.#45/02 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance, subject to confirmation of the delivery mechanism agreed upon

previously, continue to request the Government of Ontario to enshrine the Rouge Park in legislation

or, at the very least, include the Rouge Park in the Provincial Policy Statement. 

MOTION AS AMENDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

(One Abstention)

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action.

1.    Natural Heritage Committee Report

MOTION: Moved by: Rob Messervey

Res.#46/02 Seconded by: Derek Lee

KEY ISSUE

Present the actions, recommendations and outcomes from the Heritage Committee meeting on March 7, 2002.

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the minutes from the March 7, 2002 meeting. 

MOTION AS AMENDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Res.#47/02 Seconded by: David Barrow

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance create a detailed 5-Year Restoration Plan for each municipality within

the Rouge Watershed that includes the cost estimate of works that could be undertaken. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to take appropriate action.

2.    Rouge Park Communications & Interpretation Committee Report

KEY ISSUE

Report from the Rouge Park Communications and Interpretation Committee. 

MOTION: Moved by: Jack Heath

Res.#48/02 Seconded by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the meeting notes of the Rouge Park Communications and

Interpretation Committee meeting of March 7, 2002. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
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3.    Stewardship Program in the Rouge Watershed - Update

KEY ISSUE

Summary of the progress made towards meeting the Rouge Park Stewardship Program deliverables for

2001/02 from February 1, 2001 to March 31, 2002.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

Res.#49/02 Seconded by: Tom Melymuk

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receives the summary of the progress made towards meeting the Rouge

Park Stewardship Program deliverables for 2001/02, from February 1, 2001 to March 31, 2002.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Councillor Mark Carroll suggested that the Rouge Park stewardship staff meet with the

Whitchurch-Stouffville Environmental Advisory Committee, to explain the Alliance’s

stewardship program and to see how the Committee may assist the Alliance.

4.    Protection of the Rouge Park Swamp ESA - City of Toronto

KEY ISSUE

Report on the status of lands owned by the City of Toronto in the vicinity of Generation Boulevard, in the

former City of Scarborough, located east of Meadowvale Road, south of Sheppard Avenue, currently

designated as surplus land.

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser

Res.#50/02 Seconded by: Mark Carroll

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request that the City of Toronto remove the city-owned lands which

include Rouge Park Swamp ESA #138 from its surplus land inventory, that none of these lands be sold

for development, and that they be transferred from the  Corporate Services Department, Facilities and

Real Estate, to the Parks and Recreation Department;

AND THAT the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) support the above

recommendation and inform the City of Toronto of that support;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance, Toronto Parks and Recreation Department, and the TRCA

work jointly to develop a conceptual plan which would identify outdoor education opportunities,

wetland and other ecological interpretation potentials, opportunities for restoration and protection of

natural habitat features, and ways to integrate the interpretation and presentation of these values with

the surrounding community;

AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance and its partners investigate public use aspects of the

proposed park area, particularly the development of a natural trail connection with the nearby Glen

Eagles site of the main Rouge Park to enhance the value of both sites.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to write a letter to the City of Toronto re the above, and take appropriate

action.
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8.    Proposed Changes to Schedule of Alliance Meetings for November and December 2002

KEY ISSUE

The following changes are proposed to the Schedule of Rouge Park Alliance meetings for November and

December 2002. 

MOTION: Moved by: Dick O’Brien

Res.#51/02 Seconded by: Rob Messervey

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approves the following changes to the schedule of Alliance  meetings

for November and December 2002:

Friday, January 18, 2002

Friday, March 1, 2002

Friday, April 19, 2002

Friday, May 31, 2002

Friday, July 12, 2002

Friday, September 20, 2002

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2002 (previously November 8th) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2002 (previously December 6th) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

10.  Correspondence

MOTION: Moved by: Dick O’Brien

Res. #52/02 Seconded by: Mark Carroll

THAT the following correspondence be received:

a. Copy of letter dated February 18, 2002 to Clerk, Municipalities in the Humber Watershed, from

Lois Griffin, Chair, Humber Watershed Alliance, TRCA, re Water Source Protection Funding.

b. Letter dated February 19, 2002 to R. M. Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, from Dick O’Brien,

Chair, TRCA, re RPA Res. #09/02, TRCA Staff Participation in OMB Hearing, Town of

Markham, - Cachet Creek Project.

c. Letter dated February 22, 3003 to R.M. Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, from Mayor Mel

Lastman, re support for the purchase of the Village Securities properties.

d. Letter dated March 7, 2002 to R.M. Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, from Frank Kershaw,

City of Toronto, re support for the securement of the Village Securities properties.

e. Copy of letter dated March 12, 2002 to Ms Mary-Frances Turner, Town of Markham, from

Michael Fenning, TRCA, re ORC lands being transferred to TRCA for Rouge Park purposes -

support from Markham.

f. Copy of Letter dated March 25, 2002 from R. M. Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, to Mark

Carroll, GTA Wetland Watch Committee, re RPA Res. #20/02 - Naming of Willowgrove Creek.

g. Letter dated March 28, 2002 from R. M. Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, to Ms Ulli Watkiss,

Clerk, City of Toronto, re Beare Road Account.

h. Letter dated April 2, 2002 to Ron Christie, Chair, Rouge Park Alliance, from Murray Johnston,

President, Rouge Valley Foundation, re Proposal to Develop a Cemetery on Rouge Park Area

Lands.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
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MOTION: Moved by: Erin Shapero

Res. #53/02 Seconded by: Frank Scarpitti

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request that the Town of Markham ensure that the criteria in the

Rouge North Management Plan are incorporated into their small streams study.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to write a letter to Markham

IN-CAMERA SESSION

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Carroll

Res. #54/02 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance enter into “In-Camera” session.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Carroll

Res.#56/02 Seconded by: Erin Shapero

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance rise from “In-Camera” session and report.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

END OF IN-CAMERA SESSION

Resolution#55/02, as a result of the In-Camera session, will be kept confidential and remain on file at the

Rouge Park office.

Chair, Ron Christie, reported that the Rouge Park Alliance is pursuing the acquisition of an important

property, subject to funding, and that the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority will arrange to get a new

appraisal of the property. 

 ACTION  - TRCA staff to get a new appraisal and pursue acquisition.

TERMINATION

ON MOTION, the meeting terminated at 12:35 p.m., April 19, 2002.

Ron M. Christie Lewis Yeager

Chair General Manager


