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THE ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE
M I N U T E S #6/01 - November 9, 2001

The Rouge Park Alliance met at the Toronto Zoo, Main Boardroom, on November 9, 2001.  Ron Christie, Chair, called

the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m., and expressed appreciation to Calvin White, Toronto Zoo, for hosting the meeting. 

PRESENT

Members:

Ron Christie, Chair

Regional Councillor David Barrow, Town of Richmond Hill

Pauline Browes, Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corp.

Glenn De Baeremaeker, Save the Rouge Valley System

Councillor Jack Heath, Town of Markham

Regional Councillor Mark Holland, Region of Durham

Derek Lee, MP, Federal Government

Councillor Ron Moeser, City of Toronto

Regional Councillor Frank Scarpitti, Region of York

Calvin White, Toronto Zoo

Alternates:

Councillor Mark Carroll, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Brian Denney, TRCA

Tom Melymuk, City of Pickering

Rob Messervey, Ministry of Natural Resources, Aurora

Staff:

Barb Casier, Natural & Cultural Heritage Program Manager

Kristine Knowles, Technical Analyst

Doreen McCarty, Administrative Assistant

Maryam Nassar, Communications & Education Prog. Mgr.

Lewis Yeager, General Manager, Rouge Park

Observers:

Delores Anderson

John Bacher, PALS

Ron Dewell, TRCA

Jim Dillane, TRCA

Lilli Duoba, Town of Markham

Janis Fedorowick, Terraplan Landscape Architects

Mike Fenning, TRCA

Observers: (Continued...)

Lois James, SRVS and Green Door Alliance

John O’Gorman, Markham Env. Alliance

Don Prince, Consultant (for RPA/TRCA)

Jim Robb, Friends of the Rouge Watershed

Bruce Tisdale, City of Toronto

Russel White, TRCA

ABSENT

Members:

Councillor Raymond Cho, City of Toronto

Councillor Peter Dobrich, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Steve Gilchrist, MPP, Province of Ontario

Dick O’Brien, Toronto & Region Conservation Authority

Councillor David Ryan, City of Pickering

Alternates:

Nestor Chornobay, Region of Durham

Regional Councillor Michael DiBiase, Region of York

Tom Farrell, Ministry of Natural Resources, Aurora

Sue Gunton, Toronto Zoo

Bob Loptson, Federal Government

John McKay, MP, Federal Government

Robert Marshall, Save the Rouge Valley System

Councillor Erin Shapero, Town of Markham



ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE Page 3 of 9

MINUTES of Meeting #6/01 November 9, 2001

MINUTES FROM MEETING #5/01, September 21, 2001

First item on the agenda is the minutes of the meeting held on September 21, 2001, which was
included with the agenda package and sent to you.

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res. #80/01 Seconded by: Rob Messervey

THAT the minutes of Meeting #5/01, September 21, 2001, be approved.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Ron Christie, Chair, referred to page 9 of the minutes and informed the Alliance that the donor
of the property has been thanked in a letter on June 1, 2001 and that a formal recognition of the
donation will take place later in the spring of 2002.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
None

DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS
There were two delegations: Bruce Tisdale form the City of Toronto regarding Glen Eagles and
Jim Robb from Friends of the Rouge Watershed regarding Morningside Tributary.

Bruce Tisdale, City of Toronto, Economic Culture & Tourism Dept.:
Bruce Tisdale informed the Alliance that Terraplan Landscape Architects has been hired to put
together a final landscaping plan for the Glen Eagles site.  It follows the plan that Graham
Moore from the City of Toronto, East District, designed two years ago, which had gone through
a public meeting.

Janis Fedrowick, Terraplan Landscape Architects:
Janis briefly discussed the proposed plan for Glen Eagles.  The parking lot will be expanded to
accommodate 20 vehicles.  She showed on a map the outline of the trails and two lookout areas
to take advantage of the view across the valley.  She also discussed the areas that will be
available for restoration, planting of native species, etc., and regrading of the areas around the
existing parking lot.  The project will cost, from start to finish, approximately $150,000. 
Construction of the trail and parking lot is expected to start around mid-January and the planting
to follow by end of March, 2002.  

Councillor Moeser raised the question of the suitability of proceeding with construction in the
winter (regarding problems with frost and compaction issues).  Terraplan agreed to look into
this.
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Terraplan Landscape Architects agreed to a request by Glenn De Baeremaeker, to inform non-
government organizations, such as Save the Rouge Valley System, Friends of the Rouge
Watershed, Ontario Streams, 10,000 Trees for the Rouge, when the tender for restoration work is
being sent out, so that these groups may have equal opportunity to bid on the project.

Jim Robb, Friends of the Rouge Watershed:
Jim Robb presented a slide show of the Morningside Heights development.  He also handed out
a report, which requested staff:   to address the development issues outlined and report back to
the Alliance with some recommendations; to correspond with the DFO, MNR, TRCA and the
City of Toronto, to express dismay with the extent and intensity of the destruction and to suggest
changes needed to prevent a recurrence of this situation; and also to examine alternative ways of
doing a stream program.

The location of the 700+ acre Morningside Heights subdivision is bounded by Steeles Avenue to
the north, Finch Avenue to the south, the CPR rail lines and the Tapscott Industrial Area to the
west, and the main Rouge River valley to the east.  The Morningside Tributary runs
approximately 2000 metres, from north to south, through the subdivision.

Jim Robb expressed his concerns regarding the effects of what has been destroyed and other
issues - clear cutting of the site, loss of riparian vegetation, removal of soils around the
Morningside Tributary, the diversion channel, fish, frogs, muskrats and other wildlife being
killed as the natural stream was bulldozed, year-round habitat for trout, the provincially
threatened and nationally vulnerable fish species, the Redside Dace, two Iroquois village sites
that are threatened, other rare plant communities such as the yellow birch,  gentian, and the
turtlehead, a little flower that the Baltimore butterfly depends totally on for its life cycle, etc.  He
also expressed his concerns for the narrowing (and deepening) of the floodplain. 

He showed in one of his slides a hole filled with hydraulic oil, spilled on the floodplain next to
the stream during construction.

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res.#81/01 Seconded by: Mark Carroll

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive Jim Robb’s presentation and report and request
staff to follow up on issues outlined in the report (Attachment #1) and make
recommendations and report back to the Alliance;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receive the joint report from the Toronto and Region
Conservation Authority and the Ministry of Natural Resources on the Morningside
Tributary and Exhibition Creek realignments.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to work with DFO, MNR, TRCA and City of Toronto to
resolve issues outlined in Jim Robb’s report regarding the Morningside Heights
development.
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MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res.#82/01 Seconded by: Pauline Browes

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request that all approval agencies (Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Ministry of Natural Resources, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority,
and the City of Toronto staff from the approving departments, [UDS, WES (Technical
Services - development review and Water and Wastewater Services) and Economic
Development, Culture and Tourism - like Forestry, etc.]) meet to suggest ways to ensure
that the development approval process ensures that best practices are coordinated for the
environmental protection of the Rouge Park;

AND THAT these approval agencies report back to the Alliance as to how we can
coordinate the approval process better using best practices.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to dialogue with DFO, MNR, TRCA and City of Toronto staff
to come up with ways of coordinating the approval process using best practices. 

4.   Proposed Construction of a 48-metre Monopole

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Res.#83/01 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

KEY ISSUE
Letter dated August 2, 201 received from the City of Toronto, Community Planning, East
District regarding the above.

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance object to the construction of any telecommunication towers
within the Rouge Park boundaries and adjacent lands in order to protect the scenic value of
the Rouge Park;

AND FURTHER THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request that the City of Toronto work
with the applicant to find an alternative location for the monopole;

AMENDMENT

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request our partner municipalities to move forward
and formally request site plan controls on these towers;

AND THAT the Rouge Park Alliance write a letter to the federal government
recommending that the federal government not approve this application and the
construction of any telecommunication towers within the Rouge Park boundaries and
adjacent lands in order to protect the scenic value of the Rouge Park.



ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE Page 6 of 9

MINUTES of Meeting #6/01 November 9, 2001

MOTION AS AMENDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to report back to the Alliance.

1.  Finance Committee Report - 2002 Business Case and Budget

MOTION: Moved by: David Barrow
Res.#84/01 Seconded by: Mark Carroll

KEY ISSUE
Present the proposed 2002 Budget as reviewed by the Finance Committee at its October 30, 2001
meeting.

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approves the proposed 2002 budget.

AMENDMENTS

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Seconded by: Jack Heath

1. THAT the Rouge Park Alliance increase the projects budget by $6,000 and decrease
$6,000 in total from the programs and management and support budget allocations,
and request staff to report back to the Alliance on the impacts of this shift in the
allocations.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Seconded by: Ron Moeser

2. THAT the Rouge Park Alliance recommend that should money start to flow in the
2002 budget year as a result of the transfer of lands from Ontario Realty
Corporation to the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority for Rouge Park
purposes, that the additional funds be made available for projects as soon as feasible.

MOTION: Moved by: Glenn De Baeremaeker
Seconded by: Frank Scarpitti

3. THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request local municipalities to incorporate an
allocation in their 2002 budget for the restoration and capital projects taking place
within their own municipalities within the Rouge Park to the Rouge Park Alliance.

AMENDMENT #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DEFEATED
AMENDMENT #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
AMENDMENT #3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
MAIN MOTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
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MOTION: Moved by: David Barrow
Res. #85/01 Seconded by: Glenn De Baeremaeker

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance approve the Financial Statements.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Jack Heath
Res. #86/01 Seconded by: Mark Holland

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance request staff, and any members of the Alliance who wish to
participate, to meet with the Cedar Brae Golf and Country Club to discuss fund-raising
potential for next year.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to discuss fund raising issue with Cedar Brae and report back
to the Alliance.

3.  Heritage Committee Report - Minutes of October 10, 2001 Meeting

MOTION: Moved by: Derek Lee
Res. #87/01 Seconded by: Rob Messervey

KEY ISSUE
Present the actions, recommendations and outcomes from the Heritage Committee meeting on
October 10, 2001.

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance receives the minutes from the October 10, 2001 Heritage
Committee meeting.

AMENDMENT
MOTION: Moved by: Pauline Browes

Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance solicit ideas from Alliance members, and other community
groups such as LACAC, regarding possible funding strategies in order to generate funds to
restore the Valley Halla.

AMENDMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED
MAIN MOTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED



ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE Page 8 of 9

MINUTES of Meeting #6/01 November 9, 2001

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to coordinate small group to review funding strategies.

7.  Correspondence

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Holland
Res. #88/01 Seconded by: Ron Moeser

THAT the following correspondence be received:

a. Letter dated September 7, 2001 to Ron Christie from the Regional Municipality of York re
Rouge North Management Plan 2001.

b. Letter dated October 1, 2001to Mayor Cousens, Town of Markham from Judith Murray re
development in the Town of Markham. 

c. Letter dated October 2, 2001 to Lewis Yeager from Derek Lee’s office re the  Department of
Fisheries and Oceans response to the  Stream Realignment, Morningside Tributary.

d. Letter dated October 5, 2001 to Lewis Yeager from Town of Whitchurch Stouffville re
Rouge North Management Plan.

e. Letter dated October 11, 2001 to the Provincial Policy Statement Review Project, Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing from Lewis Yeager and Ron Christie requesting that the
Rouge Park Management Plan (1994) and the Rouge North Management Plan (2001) be
incorporated into the Provincial Policy Statement.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

6.  New Business

The Oak Ridges Moraine

MOTION: Moved by: Ron Moeser
Res. #89/01 Seconded by: Pauline Browes

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance send a letter congratulating the Province on taking the
action that it took on the Oak Ridges Moraine.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to write letter to the Province and Rob Messervey to make
presentation to the Alliance on the ORM.



IN-CAMERA SESSION

MOTION: Moved by: Frank Scarpitti
Res. #90/01 Seconded by: Derek Lee

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance enter into “In-Camera” session.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Mark Carroll
Res.#94/01 Seconded by: Derek Lee

THAT the Rouge Park Alliance rise from “In-Camera” session and report.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CARRIED

END OF IN-CAMERA SESSION

Resolutions #91/01, #92/01, and #93/01, as a result of the In-Camera session, will be kept
confidential and remain on file at the Rouge Park office.

Chair, Ron Christie, reported that the Rouge Park Alliance will move ahead on the Village
Securities properties, and will make a recommendation to the Province on the reappointment of
the Chair of the Rouge Park Alliance.

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to followup on the above issues.

Pauline Browes complimented the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority on their
excellent 2000 report.  It highlighted the Rouge Park very well.

 ACTION  - Rouge Park staff to write to TRCA.

TERMINATION

ON MOTION, the meeting terminated at 1:05 p.m., November 9, 2001.

Ron M. Christie                  Lewis Yeager                        
Chair General Manager


